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[ Abstract] Richter syndrome (RS) refers to the clinical process of disease progression
and transformation to aggressive lymphoma on the basis of chronic lymphocytic leukemia (CLL) or
small lymphocytic lymphoma (SLL). RS transformation is a clinical manifestation of the progression
of malignant hematological diseases, and it suggests a poor prognosis when the patient has RS
transformation. Currently, there is no uniform standard for RS treatment worldwide. In this paper,
the treatment regimens and prognosis of two cases with RS who transformed from CLL to diffuse
large B-cell lymphoma (DLBCL) are retrospectively analyzed, and the possibility of treating RS with
hematopoietic stem cell transplantation or chimeric antigen receptor T cell (CAR-T) immunotherapy

after chemotherapy is discussed, in order to provide a reference for the clinical practice.
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Richter ZE51E (richter syndrome, RS ) EH
JE AR RETE S Wr o 18 1 9k T2 40 g (1 1% ( chronic
lymphocytic leukemia, CLL ) 1% /)N K B 41 Hg 34k B2
Ji (small lymphocytic lymphoma, SLL) [ %
iV S EX I SIUE S T R f o . e Y N WA [
H B2 B0 RS 14 4 AR 2 0 E 850 k6 0 i
R CLL &4 RSELZ L, Jhi N 0.5%~1%,
Horp fig WL AY & CLL (0] 97 18 K B 41 i itk 2 98
( diffuse large B—cell lymphoma, DLBCL) #1k,
B DLBCL % RS, DLBCL %! RS Y 323497 T
BORH Pk G IR 25, |k
J& R-CHOP 1l R-EPOCH"™, A% 3 [1] il 14 43 M
5 BE R R 5 — i BE e i i RIS 1 2 451
RS HE Im RGORIE I T STk T, ZRRT7
T LT AR AR Stk S BT E AR T 40 ( chimeric
antigen receptor T cell, CAR-T ) TEIRYT S5 R M
T RS AT RENE
1 IR

Wl —, BHE, B, 54%, 2016 4 12 J
13 H Rk EL S5 i R A BE, i 40 20 B E 40 i
37.64x 10"+ L™, L4 4.63x 107 « L7, 1fil/Mi
214 x10° - L7, Ik CL A0 L 86.6%, i I 41 i
T4 32.61 x 107 - L™ EB S RERI S5 R A B
R OSSR IR Z kg R, FRE N
FEMFFR (43 mmx 21.8 mm ) o B 40 M 2
o AN R AR, (N 84%, Hirpsi
NI A 77.5%, AIFERK LA Y 6.5%. B
BN I O E A . Ik A2 A R AR A Y
72.08%, FEANEB AN, 2W0 CLL (Raill
), RRBENGITARE, Tl AL 20174
10 A9 H, BEBKAETIEME, ZANRDEEH

BT R IR G, 423K 156 mm x 118 mm, % &
PR T FC R (FUAHLE 50 mg d1-3, Hik
MikfE 500 mg d1-3) fbJ7, fLI7 ek EL LS R/ IR
Mo 2017 4F 11 H 28 H, dFFTWkE S5 16K e 4l
et (1) o WMEZIERHREUR: BREE T
CLASZE IR, RIS ARM 2382k s 5 R 3 K
G, BETESOARIN, M2, & itk an i A
BRE BRI S KA A R A, BEDE, #%1
B, MORPAE, URERkdif, BaRg L,
Ki67 29 60% FAVE. AR 48 5% 41 Ak Fps 2, 12
Jy CLL/SLL %% 1k, DLBCL, EJ DLBCL %! RS, 17
R-CHOP J5 % (R ZE H451 700 mg dO, FREENERL
1200 mg dl, K& 2 mg dl, RRHLE 120 mg
dl, M1 ZEKHS 5 mg d1-5) 2 F£ Hil R-EPOCH J5 %
( FIZE 47 700 mg dO, FREEHENE 1 200 mg d1,
K BB 2 mg dl, LA 120 mg dl, K I
A 180 mg d1-3, Hb FE KA 5 mg d1-5) 2 .
20204F 8 HiRBEAT5S 3 2 R-EPOCH B RiAI7, J&
SR A E SRR R, B RE i sk
H9.53%. 2020 4F 8 B J5 & 20224F 4 H, &
T 6 M HIRBEE AR B REIE AR S AR OGRS
2, PRI, WIE AL T3 227 ( partial
remission, PR) AR, RAEFEALTF. 2022 4E 4 A
21 HIE “mA 3w, St MR EE Ll (i (8
ZW” RBE, SEEIE R TR SR A T RL
Wi 2 F1 3 (positron emission tomography/computed
tomography, PET/CT) Z5UK: #HAF ZHAIHkE
MRS, WO U A A R s CIRSS
PAT SRR R R . TR BE RN R, 1755 4 18
R-EPOCH 7 &4bJ7 . &4 N LIRS,
JeJ5 %7 R-CHOP J5 k7 2 # J R-EPOCH 5
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Table 1. Immunological analysis of the case 1

ERE| PR

FAE:

L AE SR~ E o
CyclinD1, PAXS, Ki67

CD5, CD20, CD23, CD30, CD43, CD79a, Bel-2,

CD2, CD3, CD10, CD21, Bel-6, TdT

W, BE, Bk, 544, 202045 12 H
8H A “XUBLCT I 10 XK, K4 F =
3R" ABE, LA, WITFSAE, MM, SR
JI U . R AR L% 20 EB SRTERINGE N B
P, BREEAE TR B A A HE A0

JL LG 393550 K 79% F1 5%, 1L A SR K S AE ik 2
A LR R 82% I 13%, L% 3, ZjEdE ik
IR EL A B A e . BRI S R I
SV O A R vk il R &=l N S R Y e S
%, RIHHELNML; BB R & 51.5%, ZLR 5
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Table 2. Results of blood, biochemistry and lymph node ultrasound examination of the case 2

i WBC RBC PLT Neut Lym LDH RS E AR
T (10°-") (10”-r') (10°-Lt) (1w0’-L')  (10°- L) (u-1") (mm X mm )
2020.12.08 35.4 5.8 490 33 29.7 683 26x7.8
2021.09.10 72.8 2.8 98 2.1 434 1327 36 % 15.0
2023.03.17 6.6 3.1 111 3.2 2.9 1245 29x13.2
2023.11.27 1.2 49 78 0.7 0.4 357 22%5.0

JE: WBC, white blood cells, &Z8i2; RBC, red blood cells, 2c#mfit; PLT, platelets, 2/ #2; Neut, neutrophils, P PE¥iZmfa;
Lym, lymphocytes, #k&4mAtL; LDH, lactate dehydrogenase, FUEZ BT ZAEs

=3 RO _SHEMEETSEER
Table 3. Results of bone marrow cell morphology of the case 2

‘ Rl L0}
i A EAIEIR (%)  REREAREER (%) SEWREARER (%) DREREARER (%)
2020.12.08 79 5 82 13
2021.06.11 83 6 73 14
2021.09.10 84 11 77 16
2021.12.10 48 1 69 18
2023.03.17 41 12 46 5

31.0%, Hi: 421 =1.66: 1, ki Z kg ie s P
ERIER , A R R AR, WIE1-A | & 1-B,
BRI M s . 1E CD45/SSC s I ] 454y
Mris, CD19" 40f 5 A M L6k 72.1%, H
TG 5 AL 5 TR WL 4, 435 SR % 18 v 7K B 40 i
WEBHPE IR . 9 MG IEA 2438 (fluorescence in situ
hybridization, FISH) fill#27x 12 5 4L (k% H
M 47.6%. 1 B2 WAy 18 P bk T 8GR PR
KRB 2IVR I AR, T IR IR M. 20214 6 A
11 HoRBEE A, SRS Rn: B8R L
LIHEIR CL 20 B LU 2253 3R 83% Fl 6% Il 7 LA
KA HEM A0 LE AR50 R 73% F114%, W4 3.
BREAM IR . FREA LA 52.46% . gL
RS54, WREBESTER (JEROALL ) 4559
WAL EAER AR PR AE , RIS T/ B k20
N (N O R 2 [l R N Ak~ v N Y A SV
FRITRRE, B TIRRMES . 20214:9H 10H,
BEMREGZT), ARSI, ke
SRR, (RE NFELZ 3~5 kg, (HRFEA
KRS ERGAER MF., b, BAL
R 2, BHEEAER: BER B S A HE R
A R ) K 84% FN 1% Il A J A K 4 HE
U L 200 L LG 2245 R T7% F 16% . 5 4 i
RHR: BRG] 82.4%., FEHA A (4
W45 ) 2 W CLL (Rai L3 ) , s
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W CDS5 BT, CD25 P, $RRfFERBIS I
PATIRE B KTUVARMD ., T FC 7% (FUAHLEE 50 mg
d1-3, FBEmERE 500 mg d1-3) 1 F2 Jz RFC )7 %
( FZEHPE 700 mg d1, FOAHLEE 50 mg d2-4,
PRBEMERE 500 mg d2—4 ) 3 F2, 20214F 12 H 10 H
RBEE A, BB RS E A mTAH T, B
BEAMIE A L5 0N B R LA S A HE b T 20 i
3803510 48% F 1% 1l v LA S A HEI T 20
i L 43 51h 69% F1 18% . B 6 20 M7 =X 23 7
CD19", CD23". CD5"™ (K40 i A 4% 40 L i)y
15.24% , $#RBEMIEHE, 7 IBR FE (i
FJE 1200 mg d1-21, AIKZLE]TT 180 mg d1-2,
FIZE B 700 mg d1) . 20234E3 A 17 H, #
A B A D AR A B . BRHMAKAS
i WIEFRE TR 4+ %, A TFRALS
490, AT Bl B A M S . IE L. AR Akt
FRAESE T 2, JEHB CT KAy WL 2SN 3 5 7
HEREAE ., BIE, BKZ13.15emx9.3 cm
(El2) . fsifsi MRI+MRA K28 78 . i A s
HIRZ RS . BT MR BT .
HEEE . SRR IEESEES, s
B SR BT MO 22 A ORI EL Y
W 25 G A A2 TR UL 3% 4 B BE AN B S R R
IR HR R/ IN bR B AR Y 46%, 4l FE IR EL 40
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Figure 1. Bone marrow morphology and pathology of the case 2 (with IHC staining)

E: A, BH202012A8H B ML A FmERE (10x100) , A SMA Mk R, B FiikR; C. DX202353 178 FHimie
HAEFHELE (10x100) , C. shAMRGE, D. FiAkE; E—HH2023453 17T RO L RMFE (AIHCHE ) , E. Bel-6"

(10%20) , F.CD10" (10x20) , G. (10x10) , H. (10x40) ,
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Table 4. Immunological analysis results of the

case 2
FEdifk 2020.12.08 2021.06.11 2021.09.10 2023.03.17
CD20 + + + +
CD3 - + - -
CD5 + + - +
CD7 - + - -
CDh10 - - - +
CD19 + + - +
CD22 + - - -
CD23 + + + -
CD25 - - + +
CD43 - + - -
CD79a - + + +
Bel-2 - + + +
Bel-6 - - - -
PAX-5 - - + +
Ki-67 - + + -
HLA-DR + - - -
C—myc - - - +
MUM-1 - - + -
Kappa + - - -
TIA-1 - + - -

EL S B ok P R R B R AR B, H A e
CyclinD1, CD11c, CD13% H v 4m ity & 3R A2 w9 KA ) P 45
R AH M,

B2 CAR-Ti&IrRIBEACTH&
Figure 2. Abdominal CT image before CAR-T

treatment

E: AR T AMBEEF R A LR LR BE, XY
13.15 cm x 9.3 cm,,

YA A AL AR LA 3.9% 5 AME I An A =X
ArHE7R: CD20°, CD19*, CD22°, CDS" 4 57
AR LL B R 0.34%; Yetaiikidr. 46, XY;
FISH ¥:ill47R Bel-6, IGH/MYC, CCNDI %5349
Pes FRPESE B 45 R IGHY 828 M, X H
ZHT IGHYV B8 7 Befdi FH & IGHV-D-J L,
P Bt LE 2 SR A TR], #2275 DLBCL 5REfE CLL
vERER IR, B AP AR 12 CLL #F & 24 DLBCL
(Rai IV, Richer #51k ) , G¥7 445 R-EPOCH
% (FIZHHYT 700 mg dO, FRBEMERZ 1 300 mg
dl, KEHH 2 mg dl, £FLE 120 mg d1, K
FCIA T 180 mg d1-3, HuZEKHA 5 mg d1-5) HK
EBATEJEIRYT 3 FE I Pola+R—CHP 5% (Pola
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700 mg d1, F|ZH P 700 mg dO, IR A
800 mg d1, £ LA 50 mg dl, & JE# 100 mg
d1-5) #6957 1 #&, {HAK ik PR, 11HI4T CAR-T 2
PEIRIT, 647 FC % (FAHE 60 mg d1-3, ¥
WMt 100 mg d1-3) Tk, 2023 4510 J 13 H
%14 H, HHEILEH CAR-T 41l 20.1 x 107,

RITIAR], BEE YA RN, KN
11.7 emx 8.6 em ( [¥]3) , Ff K& 4 A PH BTl 25
HAE 1 HIF T ZERAONAE . 2023 4E 11 H 27 H,
FAME G (£2) o WEMKEEE BRI
AWRELE LTSN 2HE CT: 2RI 51,
JERENAE B, BNE, 28 A0k A5 KN
RIREBT . ATk A 45 5 W A X CAR-T %
PERIT I RO AN, B S T AR5 K G R R
. dizsvidn, FERER KRR EELIENN S
R A T RALIT . 2024 4F 1 H 22 HE AR
8 CT: LM S07, JF 2R A bk, BERAE,

KN 1572 emx 1252 em (|81 4) , Z3AHRE
CEPPRHI R, PR 5 By T T RITAR 2E,

S RAT RIS I T AR AR, MR BT [T A A

B3 CAR-Ti&Tr EEARCTR %
Figure 3. Abdominal CT image after CAR-T
treatment
O BRAETAMMBEFRALR L, MIE, K1Y

11.7 cm X 8.6 cm,,

9 o L i -
B4 175K IT A RBIEECTRG
Figure 4. Abdominal CT image before the 5-line
experimental chemotherapy regimen
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M4, 10 HJG2:58 CAR-T SEiAyr . 2024
2 H 29 H, BEFITE PR 4. 7%
I 25 7 B 3 0 3y RE 3031 O & EAE i 42 4R R T RE
T

2 ifip

PP bR LR AT 1) 28 e A A U LR e A i 24
Z1UEE Y 2 — 3 & RS, DLBCL ! RS i) 8 %
H 19%~23%", RS I FE R R 2 A0 L] v A B
i, (HIABEERY], 5 EB R e
G HAR = 3em M B KX = 34>, Rai 70 (1I/IV
W) L MEREEEE= 10U - L7 mKCPELR
AR EA Y T Bas L R T RES Bel-2.
CD38. LRP4 55 3L () 55 Rk A, IKBhEE A
SRR e A A 5 PR 2R AT 38 0 2048 CLL 4 %) 5 P
SEFY (G R RS 40, XSS N Rp R 28
A2 Z R BB I T RS BB MERE T A
R, TCUN B DNA S #7138 AR 45 A [] Fik
PRI 7€ L RS /Y 5 4§ A RS1~RS5, AT T
&5 RS BRG] 2 AT

TEEHE 2 CLL/SLL T 5= F, BAEIR (%
W kA REWE) | EB R FLmM
A R AT S I R R I TORE Sk, X i R
i JR (1) £ 3 AT bR B 5 0 A A 2 H T2 KT RS 19
AR, UM AERRAL IR CL 5 3 T A2 I
TRERRAT (36T ' PHoE R, 5 CLL AR E ML,
RS BB EM T 424K (T cell receptor, TCR ) B
PR B ELIS R 2R, [l g v B 4t A
1) PD1 Rk £, HWREKIANIE L 5 RS BHEXT
AHOC G2 50 B SR P A G, JF HAT Lig &
RS BH MR Y, R RN, 2-"F]- %
JI AU A A B PET/CT RE MR A H A £ 1 ok T 45
TEREAL, X RS BiZWH R s

HHTE PREE X RS BIFRHETR YT 1 58 M AR IA B
R, LRI R IA YT 7 Rk, R R
JH RS # AL 512 W i (= 22 e ik L I A7 Oy R AT
16T, WIXEF DLBCL B! RS &, 1 kfbyr
Z A4 R-CHOP fll R-EPOCH. A WF5T LL#R T
F 5 SRR TTRCR, 25 7R, DLBCL A! RS &
# Al R-CHOP J7 R 5N 61%, 56422 fif

( complete remission, CR) &K 7%, &4 17 1]
(overall survival, 0S) 21 ™A, LREAHE
HH (progression—free survival, PFS) b 107 A ;
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X T R-CHOP J7 83697 ROR A BUS T RS 3,
FE Ty S 3R BmAMRFEI T, B R-EPOCH J7
%, BHEAWMEMEN 3%, CR FEH20%, 0S N
594 H, PFS 354 H UL ey ek e 1k
Shy— T i S R AT 1 3R 42 52 & / MEYA % DLBCL
B BRHAZyIEYE, PFS M 4140 H, 0SH
224 H, HZIZERG T 56 T RS A TR IR
YT R A TEIE . T Bel-2 7EFT A
CLL 20 v 4 m 23K, Bel-2 400 30 27 24 4k 4
TR RER S CLL A AL, {H CR BAK, X7
Bel-2 453 [ Y80 [0 357 B 208 T CLL IRYT
F-Bt, SR _LIRIRYT T BXTF RS B A A AT
BT L 7E— TR R Y R-EPOCH
D7 Z697 RS By RlmrEst s, PFS 28 10.1 M,
0S M 19.6 ™H , ANE N T2 R il #g ok
AW 5T o 01— K ] R-EPOCH J57 %, #4920 4
HIE et h Bt e, e A AN R, PFS
25%1 20 A~ H, R-EPOCH J7 2%} TIZ B H Y73k
BAF, W — % R-EPOCH J5 2245 1 £ 20 K
Ja R 41 °C R BE, B FRAT 2 B
%, ZEE PFS 48 20 K, FLIEPRGE T PFS
W, RIXBNH, 12Wh B & MEE M DLBCL
%I RS,
BRI, Raifbyy Xt s RS BE A
FERFRA IR, A ALY B B M 245 K At R
S8 o B ET R R H L, BRI,
RHAMIAIT ) A BT s B AR U, s
K, FAR SART MR B T 226 5 iR T
PRy, AR R R v R X R
FTALBEALYTY, WE A BEMER S, 24U RS B
BEXTIHESIFEA RN, SRR
BHEE R " TR, AN 3ER L
2 PFS F1 0S 23 5 N 37% . 48% 1 57%, i
KRR 3 4E 52 &% . PFS Ml 0S 40351 4 30% .
43% F1 52%, 1 1T A0 RS A AT DAEIR YT BB
DLBCL #4 RS B & SRR A G M 7, AHF 5T
i1l —7E4T R-EPOCH 7% 3 BiGy7 e, W T
FE NG 5 AT B O s, B RS
HXF AT SO AR N T 30— A R
AR AL IR Y R, TiEE Ik AR T4
FERSRSER, (Y7 2%, WG R S . B
X BE A T TOUAL BRARY T 1175 S 2 BRI i 32 7 B T LA
MR AEROR , X TiES T RBURMEE, T4

RRSAE P A RAS B K i A AE s xS
AR N BB, TR AL T A R T RE 2 S 3k
TANM R A RPR AT PFS 4555 M8, it
R B ATy RT SRR T R

CAR-T RFEIHYT HErhAh Fot & BrEs,
B CAR-T 2287 B 20 L ibk B8 (93697 v
WoR I REERITAL, O R TARE A e
REG AT R L, T E R S ER
PR UL B8 M T B RORYT R, FTLA% &
¥ CAR=T JA Y7 1E R e Ak J5 bk B0 988 1 52 36 1 11 R
HITFBL A, AR KM CAR-T #EER
J7 DLBCL, 2 4F CAR-T 4 0S & 61%, CAR-T
XA AT bk R AT RCR I i, (H i T T
FERE ) B A R R, BTN R — 2R iR YT Sk
CAR-T JAJ7 /n H R AR R, (0 F A
I 240 M RS A6 7E DLBCL % b R B A K
WRATFILS 2 AR, CAR-T EIRIT
T L8 B BRAE N AE IS 18~80 %5 ECOG (A IR ZS
PEOr< 240 MR CD19%; b Xt 248
RACECA 4R & PE X 2 R Gk R, TH S
FEVERI; 43 BT AH b e A i s 2 5
H i NI CAR-T S0 97 T BAF — i
REIRIT B, AT EIRITARER AR RS
BE AR NZ T 5, JF H ARG W i 1
TANMBAL G T R TTRE, AR B R AR
AR R, ARG T 40 AL & CAR-T
TP VAYT J7 2 B2l CAR-T $ 8 1A YT 1 i g 2%
WA, AAFREE P AR, B N T
PR CAR-T RFEIRIT, SH—IK PFS 211, 4
WA T AR BT CAR-T ity T 3G 7
2, HRCREZE, T R AR A A 2
ST T A S T RE XTI 5 7 ZE 16 IR

H I 23677 J7 ik B 7 RO s yh 7
WoR I R AR, (A2 E AN AT RS
FIBREAIRTT T % . JUHIEX & R MEIRPE RS,
AN E— 2T LRI L 125 5 ) BaR
SPHRIE S, DHERTHATT S, s B 1y Im K
S5 )RR T i

52 3Tk
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